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Upcoming 
Events!

  

Mine Toxins: Effects on People and Fish 
10/17/2007 |  7:00 - 9:00 PM 
Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association 40610 K-Beach Road, Kenai . 
and again on 10/18/07 @ Islands and Oceans Center in Homer. 
Two Large mines are being considered for the Cook Inlet Region. 
The Pebble gold and copper prospect and the Chuitna coal mine 
will both impact Cook Inlet air and water sheds. While it remains to 
be seen if these mines will be developed, and the extent of the 
impact if they are, the air and water emissions from other gold, 
copper, and coal mines have had serious effects on human health 
as well as fish. Our guest speakers, Carol Ann Woody, Ph.D and 
Pamela Miller M.S., will describe some of the risks mine toxins 
pose. Is Alaska 's permiting process rigorous enough to protect us 
from those risks? You decide, but first get informed.  
Contact: Joel Cooper 
Email: jcooper@cosmichamlet.net 
Phone: 907-2993268 

  
Anchorage Chamber "Make it Monday" event: 
"Permitting Pebble Mine" with Commissioner Tom 
Irwin and Edmund Fogels, Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources 
10/22/2007 |  11:30 AM 
The "Make it Monday" forum cost: $17 for members, $23 for non-
members. Program begins at noon and doors open and networking 
begins at 11:30 a.m.  RSVP by 9 a.m. the Monday of the event.  
Reservations are highly recommended to ensure food availability.  
RSVP online at www.anchoragechamber.org (Events 
Calendar) or call (907) 677-7104 or e-mail 
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memadmin@anchoragechamber.org.  
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Ramras takes wrath for speaking up for others
by William L. Slayden 
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 
October 8, 2007 

It has been rather amusing to read the News-Miner's reporting and editorials the past 
few weeks concerning Rep. Jay Ramras' stand for a group of people opposed to the 
Pebble Mine. 
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I thought it time to set the record straight. 

To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://newsminer.com/2007/10/08/9254 
  

Planned Open-Pit Mine Stirs Environmental Fight
by Martin Kaste 
NPR 
October 8, 2007 

A proposed open-pit copper and gold mine in southwestern Alaska has sparked outrage 
among some locals, the nearby fishing industry and a coalition of environmentalists, who 
worry it would carve up the pristine wilderness and poison a large salmon run. 
  
To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=15053463 
  

Residents voice opposition to Pebble Project

House members listen to testimony on Pebble 
by BayTimes Staff 
The Bristol Bay Times, page 1 
October 4, 2007 

Many Bristol Bay residents turned out at legislative field hearings last week to give 
testimony on a bill that would increase protections for wild salmon habitat in the region. 

To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.alaskanewspapers.com/content/pdf/BT_10-04-07.pdf 
  

Here's the bottom line: mines, fish cannot co-exist 
by Izetta Chambers 
The Bristol Bay Times, page 5 
October 4, 2007 
  

We must uphold the duties outlined in the Alaska constitution by protecting our precious 
Bristol Bay watershed. 

Our fishery resources are valuable, in terms of an annual return from the commercial 
fisheries, the economic contributions fisheries provide to a subsistence lifestyle and the 
benefits that will accrue to future generations of Alaskans. 

To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.alaskanewspapers.com/content/pdf/BT_10-04-07.pdf 
  

Alaska Peninsula files lawsuit against Ramras

Alleged obstruction of free speech cited 
by The BayTimes Staff 
The Bristol Bay Times, page 1 
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October 4, 2007 

A Native corporation representing five Southwest Alaska villages is suing state Rep. Jay 
Ramras, saying the lawmaker was limiting free speech on the Pebble mine project and 
related legislation. 

To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.alaskanewspapers.com/content/pdf/BT_10-04-07.pdf 
  

Pebble keeps proving itself
Northern Miner 
October 4, 2007 
  

Vancouver - Pebble project owners Northern Dynasty Minerals (NDM-V, NAK-X) and 
Anglo American (AAUKD-Q, AAL-L, AGL-J) are hitting lengthy, high-grade copper-gold-
molybdenum intercepts at Pebble East. 
  
To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.northernminer.com/issues/ISArticle.asp?id=74619&issue=10042007 
  

House committees hear villagers' thoughts on 'shotgun' legislation
by Layton Ehmke 
Homer Tribune 
October 3, 2007 

With the entire House Fisheries Committee and nearly all of the House Resources 
committee traveling together, members of small communities in the Bristol Bay area 
testified to a quarter of the entire Alaska House of Representatives about a water-usage 
bill that could close off any possibility to move ahead with the Pebble Mine Project.  
To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.homertribune.com/article.php?aid=2190 
  

Ramras causes ruckus after allegations of Pebble payoffs
by Margaret Bauman 
Alaska Journal of Commerce 
September 30, 2007 

New questions about how a Canadian firm may be influencing support of a Southwest 
Alaska mining project are fanning an already smoldering controversy over the proposed 
Pebble project. 
  
To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.alaskajournal.com/stories/093007/nat_20070930013.shtml 
  

Divisions unearthed at Bristol Bay water bill hearings
by Bob Tkacz 
Alaska Journal of Commerce 
September 30, 2007 
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Legislative hearings in three Bristol Bay villages unearthed divisions over proposed state 
legislation that opponents argue would block most commercial development in the region 
- including the Pebble mine. 
  
To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.alaskajournal.com/stories/093007/fis_20070930014.shtml 
  

MINING NEWS: Ramras suspects payoffs at Pebble

State legislator calls for AG to investigate rumors that Northern Dynasty bribed 
officials; Native leaders protest allegations. 
by Shane Lasley 
Mining News 
September 30, 2007 

Village corporation leaders in the Bristol Bay region reacted angrily the week of Sept. 16 
to remarks made by Rep. Jay Ramras, a Fairbanks Republican, suggesting that Northern 
Dynasty Mines paid area Native leaders, business owners and elected officials to support 
the Pebble Mine project. 
  
To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.petroleumnews.com/pntruncate/667113797.shtml 
  

Parnell denies second voter initiative aimed at killing Pebble
Alaska Journal of Commerce 
September 28, 2007 

Lt. Gov. Sean Parnell denied certification today of a second initiative application related 
to water and mining. 

The initiative was denied because it contained an impermissible allocation of public lands 
and water, Parnell said.  

To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.alaskajournal.com/stories/092807/hom_20070928001.shtml 
  

Other grim prospects
by William J. Tobin 
Voice of the Times 
September 28, 2007 

...PEBBLE - The Pebble Mine is in trouble because environmentalists and Bristol Bay 
lodge owner Bob Gillam have poisoned the political atmosphere with a heavy advertising 
campaign.  The mineral prospect may be the largest gold and copper deposit in the 
world, and its development under controlled and closely monitored conditions could 
generate hundreds of millions of dollars for the state and residents of the Bristol Bay 
area. It would also be a major employer. 
To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.voiceofthetimes.net/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=384&Itemid=1&editorial=1 
  

Ramras calls for investigation of alleged bribery
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Bristol Bay leaders claim defamation 
The Bristol Bay Times, page 1 
September 27, 2007 
  

Rep. Jay Ramras, R-Fairbanks, is asking the state's attorney general to investigate 
allegations of bribery by the developer of the hotly debated Pebble mine project. 

To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.alaskanewspapers.com/content/pdf/BT_09-27-07.pdf 
  

Rural Alaskans bend ears of lawmakers
By Jason Moore 
KTUU 
September 25, 2007 

NEWHALEN, Alaska -- It was at least positive symbolically. On the same day a former 
lawmaker is found guilty of corruption charges, several members of the Legislature were 
far from the back rooms of Juneau in rural Alaska for a rare set of field hearings.  
  
To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.ktuu.com/Global/story.asp?S=7129201 
  

Update on Pebble East Drilling Results
Ronald W. Thiessen, President & CEO, Northern Dynasty Minerals 
Northern Dynasty Minerals Press Release 
October 4, 2007 
  
Ronald W. Thiessen, President and CEO of Northern Dynasty Minerals Ltd. (TSX Venture: 
NDM; AMEX: NAK) is pleased to provide a Pebble Project update. As announced on July 
31, 2007 a wholly owned subsidiary of Anglo American plc ("Anglo") became a 50% 
partner in the Pebble Project with a wholly owned affiliate of Northern Dynasty Minerals 
Ltd ("Northern Dynasty"). The two partners formed Pebble Limited Partnership (the 
Partnership), which is managed by its General Partner, Pebble Mines Corp., a company 
which is also owned 50% by each of Anglo and Northern Dynasty. For Anglo to retain its 
50% partnership interest, it will need to invest the next US$1.425 billion in project 
development costs. Northern Dynasty owns an equal 50% interest and is carried during 
Anglo's investment period. The goal of the Partnership is to engineer, permit, construct 
and operate a modern, long-life mine at the Pebble Project. The partners are targeting 
completion of a pre-feasibility study in December 2008, a feasibility study by 2011 and 
commencement of commercial production by 2015. 
  
To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.northerndynastyminerals.com/ndm/NewsReleases.asp?
ReportID=264580&_Type=News-Releases&_Title=Update-On-Pebble-East-Drilling-
Results 

  

Letters to the Editor 

Want to help?  Here's how!   

Page 6 of 12News from Renewable Resources Coalition, Inc.

10/12/2007http://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=11018278...



  

1. Write a letter to the editor by email.  

2. Contact your legislator!  

3. Forward this newsletter to 3 friends!  

4. Sign up to be a member of RRC and refer your friends!  

Click HERE to go to the RRC website for newspaper and legislator contact information. 
  

Rep. Ramras bases allegations on rumors, denies his culpability

Heather Hanak - Anchorage 
Anchorage Daily News 
October 6, 2007 
http://www.adn.com/opinion/letters/story/9358657p-9272315c.html 
  

I was very offended by Rep. Jay Ramras' recent inflammatory allegations that Native 
leaders are being bribed by Northern Dynasty Mines in order to support the Pebble mine 
project. Rep. Ramras has based his accusations on innuendo and rumor and as an 
elected official he should be more responsible.  

I don't work for nor have I received any money from Northern Dynasty, but as a Bristol 
Bay Native Corp. shareholder I was particularly offended when Rep. Ramras tried to 
defend his own actions of taking money from Bob Gillam and other members of the 
Pebble mine opposition, $10,000 to his synagogue and $2,300 to his campaign. Ramras 
said he couldn't be bought because he is a rich and affluent "Boy Scout." His implication 
is that because he is rich and white he can't be bought for any money and the poor 
Natives can be bought for just $600. He says the money doesn't influence him. I think 
the recent record shows that legislators are pretty easily bought. 
 

Rep. Jay Ramras does the bidding of anti-Pebble activist Bob Gillam

Scott Hamann - Kenai  
Anchorage Daily News 
October 1, 2007 
http://www.adn.com/opinion/letters/story/9345957p-9260502c.html 
  
I would like to respond to the Sept. 19 article "Pebble bribe allegations rebutted."  

I am surprised to see that Fairbanks Rep. Jay Ramras perceives that Northern Dynasty 
Mines Inc. is bribing local officials with good jobs and just compensation for travel and 
expenses but expects us to believe that there is no quid pro quo in Bob Gillam's $10,000 
donation to the representative's favorite charity. I do not believe for one second this 
statement by Rep. Ramras, "I don't dance to (Gillam's) tune." I see politics as usual and 
believe that Gillam got what he paid for.  

I think it is especially telling that a Fairbanks representative is so worried about a copper 
mine in the Iliamna region but has nothing against any mines in his area. I wonder if 
that is because he owns a hotel in Fairbanks and surely profits from the increased 
activity there. I also doubt his Fairbanks constituents would like him fighting against a 
local industry that brings good jobs to the Fairbanks area.  
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I do agree with Rep. Ramras' statement that there is a lack of decency, but it is with him 
and he should stay closer to home and focus on doing what he was elected to do, 
represent the residents of the Fairbanks area.  

  

Mining not a part of Native culture

Nels Johnson, BBNC shareholder - Dillingham 
The Bristol Bay Times, page 4 
September 27, 2007 
http://www.alaskanewspapers.com/content/pdf/BT_09-27-07.pdf  
  

I am a native of the Bristol Bay region, born and raised in Dillingham. 

Our culture consists of commercial fishing, subsistence fishing, hunting and trapping on 
the Nushagak River system. We rely on these resources. It is our way of life and has 
been our heritage for centuries. 

We wish to keep it this way for our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren to be 
passed on for generations to come. 

The Alaska Federation of Natives has stated that "the mission of AFN is to enhance and 
promote the cultural, economic and political voice of the entire Alaska Native 
community." 

Mining is not our culture. The aftermath of mining destroys the land and contaminates 
the water system, which in turn causes health problems. The history of mining is 
documented, and there is proof of this. Look at Fort Knox near Fairbanks, Red Dog near 
Kotzebue, Gibraltar Mine in British Columbia and many mines in the Lower 48. 

A handful of people in the communities near the Pebble mine site are the only ones 
profiting on this venture. They are not looking at the long-term damages that follow the 
making of a fast buck. 

The Bristol BayTimes published an advertisement on Sept. 13, addressed to the Bristol 
Bay Native Corp. shareholders, encouraging us to "maintain a neutral position on 
Pebble." 

The advertisement also stated that the Pebble project "continues to invest millions of 
dollars in our village each year." 

The advertisement was signed by Ralph Angasan Sr. of Alaska Peninsula Corp., Lorene A. 
Arce of Iliamna Natives Limited and Norman Jacko of Pedro Bay Corp. 

In Chris Klabunde's commentary ("Push for Pebble jeopardizes improvements in fishery") 
in the same issue of The Bay Times, he offers proof of damages from mining. 

The only communities benefiting are in the Iliamna Lake area. Yet runoff will 
contaminate the Nushagak River system to save world-class sport trout fishing. 
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To boycott Fairbanks businesses operated by Rep. Jay Ramras during AFN meetings is 
not right. Ramras is only trying to bring out facts that AFN failed to research and supply 
to the public. 

If the mine is opened, AFN should change its mission statement, and its meeting should 
be boycotted for backing Pebble mine and the select few that will profit from this fiasco. 

Not all shareholders support Pebble

Josephine Savo, APC shareholder - South Naknek 
The Bristol Bay Times, page 4 
September 27, 2007 
http://www.alaskanewspapers.com/content/pdf/BT_09-27-07.pdf 
  

I would like people in Bristol Bay to understand that not all Alaska Peninsula 
shareholders approve of the procedures or the Pebble Mine. 

I was very upset when I saw a half-page ad in the Anchorage Daily News and a full page 
in The Bay Times paid for by the Alaska Peninsula Corp., saying we support the 
procedure. 

My family members are APC shareholders and have not been asked how we feel about 
the matter. 

I don't know who voted for the ad but do know there are a number of board members 
who work for Northern Dynasty or have family who do. I feel these people should have 
abstained from voting on the matter. Why is it we can't pay a dividend or buy 
shareholders a drum of oil but we can pay for ads that don't help us at all? 

I don't feel the mine is going to be able to care for all the subsistence, cannery workers 
and commercial fisherman who will be displaced by the mine. There are so many of our 
children who have fished to pay for their schooling, and we have a number of teachers, 
nurses, lawyers and doctors who are from Bristol Bay. We even have someone running 
for the Senate now who claims to have got his start sliming salmon. 

I am an elder now and don't commercial fish anymore, but I still have to subsist to 
survive and could not have raised my family without subsistence and commercial fishing. 

I was offered a trip to Anchorage to attend a meeting with Northern Dynasty but refused 
because I didn't approve of the mine. Tickets to Anchorage, a hotel room and spending 
money look good sometimes, especially when you live in the bush, but not when it could 
ruin my fish. 

We have always had some very poor fishing seasons, usually not as long as this one, but 
it seems to be on the rebound. 

I would be very interested knowing how many other APC shareholders feel like I do 
about the ad. I speak only for myself not my family or other shareholders. 

  

Cherry cyanide?
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Jeffrey A. Rogers - Ester 
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 
September 26, 2007 
http://newsminer.com/2007/10/05/9201#more-9201 
  

To the editor: 

Is Jay Ramras killing our fish with cyanide? 

I was perusing the Pike's Waterfront Web site (http://www.pikeslodge.com/faq.html) and 
found a photo of what I'm certain to be a sapling of a chokecherry tree. Most people may 
not be aware but every part of a chokecherry tree, except for the fruit, contains cyanide. 

Black cherry contains cyanogenic precursors that release cyanide whenever the leaves 
are damaged (frost, trampling, drought, wilting, leaves blown down from the tree during 
storms). Most animals can consume small amounts of healthy leaves, bark and fruit 
safely; however, when hungry animals consume large amounts of fresh leaves or small 
amounts of damaged leaves (as little as two ounces), clinical cases of poisoning will 
occur, and many animals may die. This is especially true if there is no other forage for 
the animals to consume, or in the case of pets, when confined and/or bored, the chances 
for toxic levels of ingestion can occur. 

Healthy cherry leaves contain prunasin, a cyanide precursor that in itself is non-toxic. 
When the leaves are damaged, the prunasin molecule is split and free cyanide (also 
called prussic acid or hydrocyanic acid) is liberated. 

One can only wonder how much cyanide from Jay's trees have already leached into the 
Chena River? And one can only wonder what devastating impacts his apparent ignorance 
of the problem has already caused our subsistence fishery? In light of Jay's opposition to 
the Pebble Prospect, perhaps he should stop throwing stones since his own house is built 
of so much glass. 
 
 

Around Alaska and Beyond  

Coeur, environmental groups meet about mine tailings

Details of discussions being kept confidential 
by Amanda Fehd 
Juneau Empire 
October 4, 2007 
  
Representatives of three conservation groups met with the owners of the Kensington 
Mine and Juneau Mayor Bruce Botelho throughout the day on Tuesday to discuss the 
mine's tailings disposal, but the substance of the talks were kept confidential by all 
parties. 
  
To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.juneauempire.com/stories/100407/sta_20071004021.shtml 
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Gov. Palin looks to fill seats on fisheries management council
Kodiak Daily Mirror 
October 4, 2007 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) -- Gov. Palin says she's looking to fill a seat on the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council to replace Ed Rasmuson, who is stepping down. 

To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.kodiakdailymirror.com/?pid=18&path=A/AK_FISHERIES_COUNCIL 
  

Middle East & Africa: Workplace safety - Anglo American digs itself a hole
by Markus Reichardt, South Africa 
Ethical Corporation 
October 3, 2007 

Incoming Anglo American chief executive Cynthia Carroll wants no casualties at the 
mining company's South African subsidiaries. She'll find her work cut out. 
  
To read article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.ethicalcorp.com/content.asp?ContentID=5405 
  

Test case pending against Anglo American
Legalbrief Today 
October 1, 2007 

In what is seen as a test case by their legal team, 10 former gold miners suffering from a 
debilitating lung disease have brought a damages claim against the Anglo American 
Corporation in the Johannesburg High Court.  
 
No date has yet been set for the trial. A report in the Sunday Tribune says if the eight 
surviving miners and the widows of two who have died since the case was filed in 2004 
win the R20m they are claiming, the implications would be significant. Richard Meeran, a 
consultant to the Legal Resources Centre, has taken on the case. Meeran made headlines 
when he successfully represented 7 500 South Africans in the London High Court in a 
multimillion-pound damages lawsuit against British-based multi-national Cape plc for 
asbestos-related diseases contracted by miners and communities living close to asbestos 
mines and dumps. In 2004 former gold miners from Welkom approached him to help 
them with claims for compensation for silicosis and phthisis.  
  
To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.sundaytribune.co.za/index.php?fArticleId=4058576 
  

Anglo being sued for R20m
by Eleanor Momberg 
Independent Online 
September 30, 2007 

Former gold miners suffering from a debilitating lung disease want their former 
employers to compensate them for pain and suffering.  
 
The case was brought by 10 former miners against the Anglo American Corporation in 
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the Johannesburg High Court in August 2004. No date has yet been set for the trial.  
To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?
set_id=1&click_id=15&art_id=vn20070930090754591C491908 
  

Mining law may be overhauled to protect public lands
by Jennifer Talhelm - The Associated Press 
The Seattle Times 
September 27, 2007 

WASHINGTON - Senators from both parties are calling for the first major revision to a 
controversial mining law, which has remained largely unchanged since it was written in 
1872. 
  
To view article in its entirety, please click on 
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/outdoors/2003908316_webmininglaw27.html 
  

Blogs Research Project Part 1: Pebble Mine 
http://akfsmeo3.blogspot.com/2007/09/research-project-part-1-pebble-mine.html 
  
Red Gold: The Pebble Mine Debate. SAVE BRISTOL BAY! 
http://fieldandstream.blogs.com/fflogger/2007/10/red-gold-the-pe.html 
  
Images and simulations of the Proposed Pebble Mine 
http://moldychum.typepad.com/moldy_chum/2007/10/images-and-simu.html 
  
Dreaming of Alaska, packing like mad 
http://www.news-leader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?
AID=/20071004/COLUMNISTS03/710040301/1073/LIFE05 
  
NPR Covers Pebble Mine Controversy 
http://www.midcurrent.com/news/2007/10/npr_covers_pebble_mine_controv.html 

Richard Jameson 
Renewable Resources Coalition, Inc. 
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